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Heraclitus Ridens : 
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guoth’a! What if we won’t? A 

White Staff, I believe would much 

better pleafe the fcribling Clown sand 
we'l help him to a long long one with the addition 
of a Spigot and Faucet at the end on’t, by which 
he fhall be inital’d Gold-finder General to the 
Prince of the running Tap. 

Earn. Methinks you feem merry enough, but 
by your looks I fhould take it to be a difdainful fort 
of mirth. Prethee what’s the matter ? 

Feft. Nothing; but here’s Bobbadilly van Proc. 
and Cont. would fain be put into Heraclitus this 
week, hefays. And I am forry he has fo much 
Pride as to think himfelf worth our further notice. 

Earn. Come, come, he’s rich. Let’s humour 
him. He has noHeirs, fo that the honour he has 
by’t, won’t go far in Pofterity. Come 200000 /. 
is a fine thing. Twill makea man pretty, honeft, 
loyal, any thing. 

Jet. That's true. But Iet me tell you, it 
is ncceffary we fhould know to what purpofe he 
would be put in. 

Earn, Why, may be he has a defign to elude 

the Devil’s right of Pre-emption, and would have 
us advertife the World that heis tobe fold. 
Jet. That had been a properer bufinefs for his 
Friend Janeway, who may put him in the Appen- 
dix to his Intelligence, next before thenew Milch 
Afs that has been fo long to be fold. I fhould ra- 
ther fancy he had a mind to be Jaught at in his 
old age, and we fhould help him to an opportu- 
nity. 

Earn. That can’t be neither 5 for he has fuch a 
Dog-look and fo like the Statue’ of Envy upon the 
bafe of the Monament, that he’s a meer Antidote 
again{t true Mirth. By his countenance and afpect 
one would be apr to think him detign’d by Nature 
only co be curlt. 

Felt. 1 believe, now I havehie on’t. He has 
obferv’d how we have vindicated the Noble Peer 
from Afperfions caft upon him, and he would 
have us do him the like Kindnefs, being of the 
fame mind with Mahomet and Fudas in Quevedo, 
who. hoped if the Thieves and Scriveners came 
off any thing, like at the day of Judgment, there 
was no great doubt of them. 

Earn. No, he knows very well that if Tully 
himfelf were alive, who pleaded fuccefsfully for 


Felt P's me into Heraclitus next week, 





Cucldap, Febuary the 14th. 1682. 


eee le 





—————— 


Popilius that kild his Father, he would yet be 
very much puzled to find Eloquence to defend 
him. 

Earn. Perhaps the next time we meet him, 
he’l tell che meaning of this Requeft. But I won- 
der he don’t remember he has been here already 
to good purpofe. You know the Affront Fobn 
Thumb gave {uch a man in a fhop near Temple- 
Bar. 

Earn, He’s old, and remembers nothing but a 
little Latin, enough to lard a Speech withal or fo ; 
or if the Market-Women fall out and break one 
anothers Eggs, he hears their ftory, and gravely 
tells em, Omne quod exit inum, ut Ovnm, or puts 
out fome fuch pertinent {Crap. Alas, his Memo- 
ry’s fo fhort, that he has forgot the Leather 
Breeches in which be trudg’d to Town, as may be 
gathered from his over-weening haughtinefs ; and 
( by his Ingratitude to the hand that gave it ) one. 
would think he does not remember the Pardon, 
which fecares him in the enjoyment of a great part 
of what he has. 

Feft. The Lord help his head. But prethee what 
fay the Whigs to their Friend Timothy's Letter. 1 
hear it has been branded as Fi@itious in very 
Honourable Company, and the Impoftor had fo 
much vanity as to think himfelf believed. 

Earn. I don’t doubt but by this time he is 
undeceiv'd. e thought to have got great 
Fame by the difcovery of a kind of another Meal- 
Tub bufinefs, or ( according to Willmer ) Sham- 
Plot the thirteenth; and then his ugly Picture 
might have been fet up and down upon Stalls for 
a doughty Difcoverer, among thofe Wights thac 
have gone before him in that way: But Heraclitus 
is too honeft to endanger his Ears or need a Par- 
don, and the bittereft of his Enemies could never 
yet charge him with one forgery. The Sober Party 
fay, ‘that Timothy did not well in Libelling his Su- 
‘ periours, and is very much to be blam’d indeed. 

Feft. And yet this is their conftant Trade to 
poifon the Countrey with feditious News-Letters 
that {hall throw Slanders and Lyes upon the Loyal 
and the Good, and if any of ’em be believ'd, their 
end is anfwer’d. But if they are found out, they 
whine and {neak, ‘* Alack-a-day, they are forry 
“ for’t ; they are again{t thefe ways; they know 
“that Magiltracy is an Ordinance of God, and 
“ought to be reverenc’d; Poor Souls! like the 
Spartans, 








Spartans, who punith’d only thofe Thefts that were 
difcover’d in doing, but applauded the Action, if 
*twere cleaverly carried. 

Earn. Now you talk of Thieving, Enter -pre- 
tended Author of Speculum, &c, Where had you 
this Looking-glafs? 4. from another man. E.?’m 
fure you had not his confent, and therefore you 
ftole it. 4, No, but Ihave new-foil’d it. E. If 
thou hadft ever been Matter of thy fenfes, thou 
couldft not think that Glafs wanted new foiling, 
>twas excellently well done before, and thou hait 
flubber’d it only to cover the foul Plaginm. 

Fe. No more Catechiling 5 fince he invites us 
to read the Title agaiy, Ple thew you three of the 
prettielt Abfurdities that ever Dunce was whip’d 
for. Firft, he tips his Title at both ends with tri- 
vial Latin, whereas page 5. he declaims againtt it. 
Secondly, he calls his filly Colle¢tion a Looking- 
Glaff, and yet would be mighty fharp upon Par- 
fons, page 9,10. for calling Reafon a Handmaid, 
a Candle, &c. and their Texts, Piétwres or Dials. 

Earn. 1 know no reafon but any man may call 
a Text a Piéfure, as well as a Book a Looking- 
Glaff. 

Foft. Thirdly, his Crape Gorwnorum, though it 
be a choice thought, isa wretched Anachronifm; 
for all the World knows that the Canterbury Tales 
he tells, and the Book out of which he ftole *em 
had been out long before Crape-Gowns were 
ufed. Troth, I had heard of an’ Inftrument 
‘and a Book call’d Speculum Matricis, and confi- 
dering that Women -wear more Crape than Men, 
I thought we fhould have had fome bawdy touch. 

Earn. But if you dip into the firft Page and firit 
Claufe of the Book ( and by that you may guefs 
the Authors parts ) you’l find very extraordinary 
matters: He begins , They that fhould guide and 
conduct the Conver{ation of otbers rua in fhoals to 
learn Loyalty from the heavenly Difcourfes of Roger 
Lefirange ; and happy is he that can neareft approach 
to bis diveétions in their Pulpit Harangues. As not 
this pretty at firft fight ? 

Fet. Yes, yes, Here's guide and condudé, Tau- 
tology 3 condué converfation, very teat 5 run in fhoals, 
as good Nonfenfe as firimin Herds, and this to 
Roger Leftrange, falfe to their own knowledg 5 ahd 
then comes He happy that can neaselt approach in 
their Harangues. 

Earn. It you (hould go on, you’l find the Church 
of England commended for being Orthodox in ber 
Difcipline, without the Phylaéteries of Hypocritical 
Ceremonics, that is, for being right in ber Doéirine 
in ber Difcipline without the Ceremonies of Ceremo- 
ties. Senfe and Reafon!. But he concludes this 
firlt Break, which is to ferve in lieu of a Preface 
to his Book, withthefe words, This is further to be 
Said for the Proteftant- Englifh Clergy, that you rarely 
bear of any that fall under thofe publick Scandals 
and Keproaches, for which the Romifh Clergy are fo 
generally and londly taxed fo that they fin more 
out of Variw than Wickednef. Now Riddle me, 
Ridd'e me rce, tellme what’sthe meaning of all 
this? 


Jet. Nay, don’t trouble my head with it. This 
is the Quick-filver with which he has new-foil’'d his 
fioln Glafs. I remember an old trite ftory of 
one who being with other Company, a man 
whofe Cloak was fcanty paft by, That man, {ays 
one, has a very fhort Cloak; Ay, fays another, but 
"twill be long enough before he bas another : at which 
Jett theytaughed. This perfon thinks with him- 
felf, "Gad, I’le new-Ffoil this Feft, and fhew my Neigh- 
bours a witty man. Accordingly being in different 
Company, a like man and Cloak coming by and 
being pointed at, with that man has a mighty (hort 
Cloak. ~y, quoth he, but "twill be a great while 
e’'re he get another, and then laugh’d, though the 
Jeft was loft inthe new foiling. 

Earn. Enough, Enough; away with his Book 
to the neceffary Houfe, and let it be new-foil d 
there according to its worth. 

Feft. Hold a little; before we difmifs him, let 
him take notice that the true Author has given 
us a Specimen too of the Short-Fumporum, ina 
Letter to the great ¥.0. who made the fame ufe of 
his firft Book as this Under-puller docs, that is, to 
vilifie the prefent Clergy 3 which I would advife 
him to read, if he hasnot yet done fo. 

Earn. Tremember it well; 7. O. had faid that 
this Author had fhewn as much folly in the preaching 
of the Conformifts (in the forefaid Book ) as the Non- 
Cons were guilty of. But I mut defire you, {ays he, 
to unbelieve all that you have faid , for this is to let 
you know, I was never able to fhevw any fuch thing at 
all, And after, When you appoint meto make out, that 
Such of our Clergy who are teo painful in dividing their 
Texts, or too carele{s in choofing their Prefaces, are to be 
compared with your people, who are not only full out 
as blameable, inthat very kind, but whofe whole 
Difcour(es under preténce of Enfpiration and great ac- 
quaintance with the Spirit, &c. fhall be nothing 
elfe but MadnefX and Difirattion, Noife, Cheat and 
Words, you give mea task fo very unreafonable, as I 
am no ways able to performit. However fome Hints 
are there given, which I am not now in the mind 
to cite. 

Felt. Another time willdo as well, and I have 
fomewhat to fay to Implement, which Vle put off 
too. 

Earn. Wel makean end then with a Query or 
two. 


Qu. 1. Whether the Moors or the Whigs were 
moft troubled at the fuccefs of his Majeftics Forces 
at Tangier ? 

2. Whether our Whig’s who love to have the 
Crown always under fome neceffities, are not 
tranfmigrated Lice, who thrive and increafe moft 
in Hofpitals and upon poor people ? 

3. Whether it be prudently or loyally done of 
any Magiftrate, to difeourage, or not to favour 
and encourage thofe that feafonably and heartily 
ftand by and affert the eftablifh’d Government 
againft the attempts of Phanatick and Popith 
Attaquers. 
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